
Provider Notice
To: Dell Children’s Health Plan Providers

Date: September 28, 2023

Subject: RSV Provider Announcement

The Medicaid/CHIP Services Office of Medical Director, in collaboration with the Texas
Department of State Health Services, is seeking your assistance to ensure eligible
babies receive the newly FDA-approved and ACIP-recommendedmonoclonal antibody
nirsevimab (Beyfortus) to help protect infants against Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV)
infection. The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) also
recommended that nirsevimab (Beyfortus) be added to the Vaccines for Children (VFC)
program, thereby making it available to providers enrolled in the Texas Vaccines for
Children (TVFC) program.

Specifically, your help is needed in two areas:

1. Education of your members about nirsevimab (Beyfortus) and its importance.
2. Supporting enrollment in the TVFC program by hospitals and other frontline
providers.

Here is a little bit more about nirsevimab (Beyfortus):

● Monoclonal antibody for the prevention of respiratory syncytial virus (RSV)
infection in all infants aged 0-8 months during or upon entering their first RSV
season and again for certain high-risk babies entering their second RSV season.

● Given once intramuscularly and expected to provide protection for a typical
five-month RSV season.

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/hwXOCyPxLps7Awx0MUZ7NaT?domain=fda.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/LtZlCzpyMqFGOZ5x2fXmqYV?domain=cdc.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/AyrmCADg38hZGXknWU9-taB?domain=products.sanofi.us
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/4l77CBBj31sDzrYM4ijykCU?domain=dshs.texas.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/4l77CBBj31sDzrYM4ijykCU?domain=dshs.texas.gov


● For babies born during the RSV season, nirsevimab should be administered in the
newborn nursery or soon after discharge to decrease the risk of RSV infection.

● For babies born during the off-season, nirsevimab can be administered at a
primary care provider office at the beginning of RSV season.

● Approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) in July 2023.
● Recommended by the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) in

August 2023.
● Since the nirsevimab will be available through VFC, Texas Medicaid will not

reimburse for the vaccine material, but will pay an administration fee.

Other updates:
● Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) will open up availability for RSV

prophylaxis (with Palivizumab; trade name Synagis) for the 2023-2024 RSV
season starting 10/2/2023

○ Link to provider notice on VDP website:
https://www.txvendordrug.com/about/news/2023/2023-24-rsv-season-a
nd-synagis-prior-authorization-begins-oct-2-lower-south-texas

○ Link to HHSC 2023-2024 RSV schedule (which will be updated over time):
https://www.txvendordrug.com/about/news/2023/2023-24-rsv-season-s
chedule

● The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has recommended the first RSV vaccine
(Abrysvo) for pregnant women to protect their newborn from severe RSV illness

○ The vaccine is recommended to be given during weeks 32-36 of
pregnancy during RSV season

○ This follows a July/2023 recommendation for individuals over age 60
years to be vaccinated (with either Arexvy of Abrysvo)

○ Link to CDC press release:
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2023/p0922-RSV-maternal-vaccine
.html

○ Link to “RSV and New Vaccine Recommendation” webpage:
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/whats-new/rsv-update-2023-09
-22.html#:~:text=Today%2C%20CDC%20recommended%20an%20RSV,ge
nerally%20means%20September%20through%20January.

We also wanted to provide you with information on an upcoming TVFC provider webinar
that will focus on RSV logistics, as providers will be able to order Nirsevimab (trade
name Beyfortus) starting 10/2/2023. The webinar will include a Q&A session where
DSHS staff will be available to answer questions relating to the RSV immunization in the
TVFC program.

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/644BCjRNpATYD84EPtWChqi?domain=synagishcp.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Lu0JCkRNq6TkA9yl1fVJLrv?domain=txvendordrug.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Lu0JCkRNq6TkA9yl1fVJLrv?domain=txvendordrug.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/RLBxClYNr8H1mxwGpiySRCB?domain=txvendordrug.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/RLBxClYNr8H1mxwGpiySRCB?domain=txvendordrug.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/mIdbCmZgv7hp8zoXDc9siC-?domain=labeling.pfizer.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/GkuECn5jwGuXgvZwjUmq6_y?domain=cdc.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/v0bMCo2kxATD5EV9ZtoEs6B?domain=gskpro.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/mIdbCmZgv7hp8zoXDc9siC-?domain=labeling.pfizer.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/57bDCpYly9H9qm0kKi7iJuj?domain=cdc.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/57bDCpYly9H9qm0kKi7iJuj?domain=cdc.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/-C9rCDkl3wcowqLp0UXQ1F6?domain=cdc.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/-C9rCDkl3wcowqLp0UXQ1F6?domain=cdc.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/-C9rCDkl3wcowqLp0UXQ1F6?domain=cdc.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/YX4SCrknAgcr7ERMoILsugL?domain=products.sanofi.us


● Event: RSV Logistics Webinar
● Date: Thursday, September 28, 2023
● Time: 2-3:30PM (CT)
● Registration Link:

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5965706434818389339

Please feel free to contact Dr. Larry Lewellyn (Larry.Lewellyn@hhs.texas.gov) and Emily
Rocha, RN, MSN (Emily.Rocha@hhs.texas.gov) regarding any questions or concerns.

Thank you for your help with this very important effort.

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/iWwMCv2rGmTEqxn1KUEGlD9?domain=register.gotowebinar.com
mailto:Larry.Lewellyn@hhs.texas.gov
mailto:Emily.Rocha@hhs.texas.gov

