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Change in Preferred Drug List Status
for the Bronchodilators, Beta Agonist,
Effective October 31

Background:

HHSC is aware of a drug shortage for the brand name Xopenex inhalation solution in the
Bronchodilators, Beta Agonist drug class due to a manufacturer shutdown and therefore
discontinuation of the product. HHSC received reports of these issues from health plans, which
are verified by the manufacturers.

Key Details:

In response to the shortage of the preferred brand name product Xopenex inhalation solution,
HHSC removed the non-preferred status from the generic levalbuterol inhalation solution
products on the preferred drug list (PDL). The preferred status of the brand name Xopenex
inhalation solution products (NDCs: 17478-0172-24, 17478-0173-24, 17478-0174-24) will not
change to allow for any existing stock available to be utilized.

To allow providers to prescribe the generic levalbuterol inhalation solution without requiring a
PDL prior authorization and continue accessing necessary medication for clients, HHSC
removed the non-preferred status for levalbuterol inhalation products in the attached document
effective Oct. 31.

This change will appear in the Nov. 1, 2023 daily formulary file for health plans.

Contact:

For more information, contact Dell Children’s Health Plan Provider Relations at
1-844-781-2343 or shpproviders@seton.org.
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